
gested that the library connected with his
bureau might be used as a nucleus for a

public library. All of these things were

cited by The Star to show that the time
was ripe for action. A city of 250,000 popu-
lation demanded the library; 63,0(0 school
children demanded the library; 23,000 Dis-
trict workingmen demanded the library. It
was suggested that the books could be ob-
taintd from duplicates In the Congressional
Library and In the departmental libraries.
The Star steadfastly contended that literary
starvation in the midst of such plenty wa3

an unnecessary and a cruel deprivation.
To excite a feeling of pride, that act'or

might be secured, The Star showed that
London, with its great library of the Brit-
ish Museum, containing two millian books,
had th-rty local free libraries and many

special ones. Paris, besidi s its great na-

tional library, had sixty-f:ur public libra-
ries, and Berlin had twenty-five, while
Washington had none. "No citizen," de-
dlared The Star. "could erect to himself a

nobler memorial" than to supply this need.
The Municipal Public Library.

This was the foundation for the present
white marble structure which adorns Mount
Vernon Square. The Wa'hington Board of
Trade, following the suggestian cf The
Star, took the matter up and appo'nted a

committee on public library. Mr. Theodore
W. Noycs, associate editor of The Star, was

made chairman of this committee. In 1'dN
the cammittee made a report, through Mr.
Noyes. This report set f irth the great need
of the city for a public libra y, and con-
cluded with the draft of a bill to be in-
troduced in Congress for the establishment
of a "free and public departmental library
and reading room in the District of Co-
lumbia." The library, aecording to this
bill, was to be located in the new city post
office and was to be managed by a board of
eleven trustees. June 3, 186, Congress
passed a modified form of this bill, creating
a tax-sustained public library. The institu-
tion was to be governed by a board of nine
trustees, and was to be located in some
convenient place to be selected by the Dis-
trict Commissioners. The first appropria-
tion for the library was contained In the
District of Columbia appropriation bill for
1898, and provided for the salaries of a

librarian and two assistant librarians; also
for rent, fuel, etc.; in all, $6,720. Without
delay the appropriation was utilized and the
library established. The Commissioners ap-
pointed the nine trustecs. Mr. Noyes was
made one of the number and chosen chair-
man of the board, which consisted of S. W
Woodward, B. H. Warner, J. B. Larner, A
R. Spofford, J. T. DuBois, R. R. Perry, T.
W. Noyes, C. J. Bell and R. H. Thayer.
A modest building at 1326 New York ave-
nue was recommended by the trustees and
selected by the Commissioners. The books
which constituted this simple beginning were
obtained entirely by private donation and
numbered 15.000 volumes. The largest cas-
donations for the purchase of books were

made by Mr. Crosby S. Noyes, $1,000; Wood-
ward & Lothrop, $1.000; Mr. Charles C
Glover, $250; Mr. John R. McLean, $250, and
Mr. James T. DuBois, who donated the in-
terest on $2.000 and agreed to increase the
amount later to S5,000.the fund to be knowr
as the "Henry Pastor Memorial Fund" and
to be devoted to the purchase of scientific
periodicals.
Fifteen hundred books were donated frorr

the estate of Anthony Pollok, while the in-
corporated Washington City Free Library
turned over all of its books to the new in-
stitution, it being by far the largest book
contributor. Thus the first public library of
Washington began its career with the be-
ginning of the fiscal year 1898. with the
avowed purpose on the part of its trustees
to conduct it in accordance with the gen-
eral recognition of the important educa-
tional function of a free circulating librar3
and reading room, accessible at hours con-
venient both for the student in school anc
college and the working people, whose day-

THE

light hours are largely occupied in bread-
winning.
How the New Building Was Secured.
Rapid development followed the solid legis-

lative foundation laid for tne public library.
On the 12th day of January, 1899, Mr. An-
drew Carnegie, the millionaire steel manu-

facturer and noted philanthropist, whose
donations to cities for libraries were thcn
just beginning to attract wide attention.
came to Washington and called at the White
House. While he was waiting to see Pres-
ident McKinley he was chatting with Mr.
B. H. Warner, a member of the board of
trustees of the public library. Mr. Warner
explained to him the library enterprise
and Mr. Carnegie straightway offered to
contribute $250,000 to build a home for the
new library, provided a site for the build-
ing could be secured and the support of the
institution insured. The trustees and other
friends of the library lost no time in get-
ting -to work to meet Mr. Carnegie's requisi-
tions. Congress was appealed to; The Star,
as usual, was at work at once, both in its
news columns and on the editorial page.
The advantage of the offer was discussed.
The disadvantage of allowing It to be lost

EERIONAL LIBRAR3Y-

OLD CONGRESSIONAL LIBERARY.

by default was set forth. The availability
of sites was also a feature of animated dis-
cussion, as was the legislation which was

immediately considered in Congress. In

1-

a few days less than three months Mr.
Carnegie's offer was followed by the pas-
sage of legislation authorizing Its accept-
ance and designating Mount Vernon Square

-Z'LICLIBRAEY BUILDING.


